World Café

Summary

The World Café is a group activity which can be used to
explore a number of questions or themes relating to an
overall issue. It encourages critical thinking and group work,
as well as facilitating learners' voices.

The space is set up with tables as Cafés which learners
visit in turn, exploring, discussing and adding to particular
question(s) and responses at each Café. When groups
have visited each Café responses are harvested to identify
overall points of learning or interest. e

Materials required
e Markers, pens, highlighters.
¢ Information sheets with questions/themes to explore.

¢ Response sheets.

Steps

1. Set up the World Café by preparing tables with pens/markers, an information sheet on the question/
theme to explore and a response sheet for learners to record their discussion and conclusions. The
number of tables will depend on how many questions you wish to explore.

2. Assign a group of learners (3-6) to each table.

3. Depending on your class, you may decide to assign roles within each group, e.g. facilitator, recorder,
reporter. You may choose to have a table host who remains at each table throughout the activity. Their
role is to welcome each new group, summarise information, pose questions and record new responses.

4. Explain the procedure to your class:
a. Read the information sheet with the question(s) to discuss.

b. Discuss and add your responses, questions or comments to the response sheet. Use words,
questions, pictures, numbers, diagrams etc. to represent your discussion and conclusions.

c. Build on what has already been recorded at the table by other groups, noting what may be missing,
what needs further explanation, or what questions need to be posed.

5. After 10 minutes, groups move to their 2nd table and repeat the process of discussing and recording
conclusions. This process is repeated until each group has visited each table.

6. Once groups have been to each table, offer learners the opportunity to ‘Freestyle’ the table, to add
any remaining points to the pages. The response pages could remain visible and open to add to for a
number of days so that learners can reflect on the issues, or carry out their own individual research to
learn more.

7. ‘Harvest’ the learning; this can be done by using the response pages to create posters, presentations,
write essays, or media pieces.

8. Share the learning with other classes, through a peer-learning project or at a whole-school event.

9. Encourage learners to reflect on their learning from the World Café by taking photographs of the work,
or by writing an essay, a blog, or a newspaper article.
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More information
e \ideo (3.07 mins) which details the method, from Inspect and Adapt Ltd.
e Guide to the World Café Method, PDF from FSG.org

e Explore the World Café website which details the method and provides information on additional
resources.

e See Teaching Controversial Issues in the Citizenship Classroom page 42 which details a ‘circular

brainstorm’, a variation on a World Cafe activity.

e See our WWGS Doing GCE in Junior Cycle Wood Technology ‘Deforestation’ p.16.

“We’ve moved from wisdom to knowledge,
and now we’re moving from knowledge to
information, and that information is so partial —
that we’re creating incomplete human beings.”

Vandana Shiva (born 1952) is an Indian scholar,
environmentalist, social activist, ecofeminist, food
sovereignty advocate, author and critic of globalisation.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bImYMj88b20
https://www.fsg.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/World-Cafe-Method_0.pdf
https://theworldcafe.com/key-concepts-resources/world-cafe-method/
https://developmenteducation.ie/media/documents/tackling_controversial_issues.pdf
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/resource-library/wood-technology/

