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Summary
The activity can be used to break down complex issues 
and to get learners thinking about the root causes of global 
injustices. By continuously asking ‘why’ learners are forced 
to think about their own responses, to go deeper with what 
they identify as causes of global injustices, and to find 
connections between causes.

This can be done as a whole class discussion with 
responses recorded on a whiteboard for all to see. 
Alternatively it can be done in small groups.

Why-Why-Why ChainWhy- Why- Why Chain

Steps
1.	 Identify the issue or question to be explored and write it on the left hand side of the page. 

The example below from the Oxfam Guide demonstrates the process and can be used to model the 
method for your students. 

Alternatively watch the video (2.14 mins) from WOSDEC a Scottish based GCE programme; the video 
demonstrates the method using climate change as the global justice issue to be explored.

2.	 Learners come up with as many possible responses as they can to the initial question. Responses are 
recorded in the next column of boxes directly linked to the issue. 

3.	 Ask learners to come up with possible reasons behind the first set of responses, emphasising that there 
may be more than one factor or cause behind that reason. By constantly asking Why? learners will be 
forced to go deeper with the issue and explore root causes. 

4.	 Continue the process as many times as the issue allows. The result will look something like the 
flowchart above.

5.	 Follow up activity: use the WWGS Digging Deeper Tool which explores root causes and identifies 
potential actions to address global justice issues. 

Materials required
Paper and pens for groups or whiteboard to record class responses. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5NAb1GRoPk
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More information
•	 See the Oxfam Guide ‘Global Citizenship in the Classroom: A Guide for Teachers’, p.12 ‘Why-Why-Why 

Chain’. 

•	 A Teacher’s Handbook on Global Citizenship Education in the Post-primary Classroom by S. Hoy, G. 
O’Brien and S. O’Brien (2024) available from Oak Tree Press. (p.9)

•	 See our WWGS Guiding Principles for GCE, Principle 2, Finding Root Causes 
The 5 Whys Activity which explores the root causes of malaria.

“The teacher is of course an artist, but 
being an artist does not mean that he 
or she can make the profile, can shape 
the students. What the educator does 
in teaching is to make it possible for the 
students to become themselves.”

Paulo Freire (1921-1997), Brazilian educator 
and philosopher.

https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620105/edu-global-citizenship-teacher-guide-091115-en.pdf?sequence=9&isAllowed=y
https://www.successstore.com/
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/global-citizenship-education/finding-root-causes/
https://gsha.app.box.com/s/fq0h641o3wpugit2a7dazf45choq60fm

