Gallery Walk

Summary

A Gallery Walk can be used to introduce new ideas, to seek
students’ responses or understand their prior knowledge;
to stimulate discussion and debate; to showcase students’
work; to practise critical analysis, and to prompt reflection.

This activity gets students moving around the room as they
explore different texts or images. These could include: newspaper cuttings, historical
documents, photographs, quotes, blogs and learners’ own work.

Materials required

e Classroom walls or tables to display texts or images.
e |arge printouts of chosen texts or images.

e Post-its, Blu Tack, markers/pens.

Steps

1. Select the texts (e.g. quotations, images, documents, photos or students' work) to use for the Gallery Walk.
These become the ‘exhibits’.

2. Create a ‘gallery’ by displaying the exhibits around the room, allowing enough space for learners to cluster
around each exhibit.

3. Learners now tour the gallery exploring each exhibit, individually, in pairs or in small groups. This can be
done informally, or touring in small groups with the teacher announcing when to move between exhibits.
You might ask learners to:

e identify particular information or answer specific questions.

e identify similarities and differences between exhibits.

e record impressions, reactions, comments and questions using Post-its on the exhibits.
¢ add a new piece of information using Post-its.

¢ take informal notes while touring each exhibit.

e identify perspectives, narratives, biases and stereotypes.

4. To close the Gallery Walk activity, you might ask learners to:
e tour the exhibits one last time to view Post-its and comments added by others.
e prepare and present on a particular exhibit.
e carry out follow-up research on an exhibit.
e report on the information they collected, their new learning, or questions that remain. This could be
reported orally, in written work, freeze-frame, through a blog, drawing etc.
e participate in a (walking) debate on the overall issue explored.
e participate in a whole-class discussion on impressions, thoughts and ideas from the activity.

Finally, the exhibits could remain visible for a number or days/classes allowing further comments or reflection
by participating and non-participating students.

More information

e Facing Histories & Ourselves: Teaching Strategies
e The Teacher Toolkit
e (Collaborative for Teaching & Learning

e For examples of using a Gallery Walk activity, see our WWGS Doing GCE in Junior Cycle Wood Technology
‘Ireland’s Forestry Strategy’ p.31 and/or our WWGS Science lessons, Planting Health, Section F .
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https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/gallery-walk-0
https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/gallery-walk
https://ctlonline.org/gallery-walk/
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/resource-library/wood-technology/
https://gsha.account.box.com/login?redirect_url=%2Ffile%2F1740082583275

