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Steps
1.	 Write the main action you have identified inside a circle in the middle of the page.

2.	 Think about direct consequences of that action. Include both positive and negative consequences. 
Record your answers in linked circles.

3.	 Consider the consequences of these direct consequences; what are the indirect consequences? 
Include both positive and negative consequence. Record these as linked circles - and so on.

4.	 Use connector lines to combine related consequences. The wheel will build and become more complex 
as more consequences and relationships between consequences are added.

5.	 Use some critical questions to challenge your thinking: 

Are these consequences assumptions or are they based on fact? How can we verify these 
consequences? Are these consequences controllable? Are there any negative consequences? 
If so, how do we break chains of negative consequences?

6.	 Focus on Action: work collaboratively to implement the actions identified. 

More information
•	 Global Citizenship in the Classroom: A Guide for Teachers. From Oxfam, Consequence Wheel p.14

•	 What is a Consequence Wheel. From Professional Learning Board for Teachers

•	 Explore Direct and Indirect Consequences using a Future Wheel (Matthew Stephens)

•	 See our WWGS Doing GCE in Junior Cycle Wood Technology ‘Sustainable Forestry Management 
and Certification’, Focus on Action p.24.

Consequence Wheel

Summary
A Consequences Wheel is a tool similar to a mind-map and 
can be used to structure a brainstorm. It helps learners to 
focus specifically on the potential consequences of actions, 
events or decisions; it draws attention to the connections 
between cause and effect, and it can be used to highlight 
the local to global links of a particular action or decision.

A Consequence Wheel can be an individual, group or 
whole-class activity and the wheel can be hand-drawn as 
ideas are created. 

Consequence Wheel

Materials required
Paper and pens.

https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/620105/edu-global-citizenship-teacher-guide-091115-en.pdf?sequence=9&isAllowed=y
https://k12teacherstaffdevelopment.com/tlb/what-is-a-consequence-wheel/
https://matthewlarn.medium.com/explore-direct-indirect-consequences-using-a-futures-wheel-213feb0915a1
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/resource-library/wood-technology/

