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Summary
In this activity, learners find connections between different 
issues or themes: for example, between different Sustainable 
Development Goals, or different causes or consequences of 
climate change. The aim is to show how causes, effects and 
actions link with, and impact, each other.

Connections Web

Steps
1.	 Each learner is given a card with a theme issue: for example, one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

2.	 The learners stand in a circle and hold up their cards for everyone to see.

3.	 Explain that learners will find a link between the Sustainable Development Goal on their card and a goal 
on another learner’s card. You can give an example, such as ‘Gender Equality (Goal 5) is linked to Climate 
Action (Goal 13) because more women globally bear the burden of food and water collection, care-giving for 
the young and the elderly, and face greater risks in maternal, child and reproductive health, all as a result of 
climate change.

4.	 Give learners a few moments to think of a link between the Sustainable Development Goal on their card and 
that on several other learners’ cards (thinking of several links is a back-up in case the first link is taken by 
another student going before them).

5.	 One learner volunteers (or is chosen) to start. They take the ball of string and read out the goal on their card.

6.	 Holding the free end of the string, the first learner passes the ball to another student and calls out a link 
between their goals. The first learner explains the link(s) they have thought of between the goals.

7.	 The learner receiving the ball then finds a link between their own goal and that of another, different learner, 
and repeats the process.

8.	 Continue until all the learners have received the ball of string once and there is a ‘spiderweb’ of string filling 
the circle between them.

9.	 The class then discusses their responses to the web. Reactions might include overwhelm at the complexity; 
the need to consider different perspectives and allow for unknown consequences, or the need for nuance and 
adaptability on the journey towards global justice etc.  
The WorldWise Global Schools Guiding Principles poster will be very helpful in the discussion, as the five 
principles provide a roadmap for exploring global justice themes. For more on the Guiding Principles see here.

Materials required
Cards labelled with different issues or themes: for example, 17 cards, 
each with one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

A ball of string.

Space for learners to stand in a circle.

More information
•	 Web of Connectedness (University of Michigan) 

•	 Flipped Learning: Spiderweb

•	 For examples, see our WWGS Guiding Principle 3 Prioritising Human Rights: Web of Rights and/or our 
WWGS Doing GCE in Junior Cycle Wood Technology page 22; the connections web is used to explore 
how the SDGs relate to Sustainable Forestry and how the SDGs relate to each other.

Spider/Connections Web

https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/global-citizenship-education/
https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/inclusive-teaching/wp-content/uploads/sites/853/2021/12/Web-of-Connectedness-3.pdf
https://flippedlearning.org/syndicated/flipped-learning-meets-cooperative-learning-1-spiders-web/#:~:text=Students%20sit%20or%20stand%20in,understanding%20to%20recalling%20facts%2C%20summarising%E2%80%A6
https://gsha.app.box.com/s/hrp63kejz8lgzar26y8ujeoj30h2bvsg
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/resource-library/wood-technology/

