
BUILDING YOUR GCE PROGRAMME

WorldWise Global Schools

Sinéad Hayes & Lizzy Noone - Education Officers



WELCOME!

Todays Agenda

WWGS and Six-Step Programme
Recap on Last Years Session
WWGS Guiding Principles of GCE
Digging Deeper Activity
Sca�olding Guide
Resources and Useful Links

 
 



What we do

Capacity Building for 

Quality GCE

Create Communities of 

Practice

Head, Heart and Hands

Connecting Local to Global

Engage Whole-School 

Community

Teacher CPD - Thematic and 

Subject Speci�c

Whole-sta� Training

One-to-One supportPlanning 

meetings

Support developing modules

Linking with other 

schools/teachers/NGOs

Guidance on GCE Policy

What we offer

+ INFO + INFO

WORLDWISE GLOBAL 

SCHOOLS

https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/opportunities/
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/support/


"Global Citizenship Education is an 
educational process aimed at 
increasing awareness and 
understanding of the rapidly 
changing, interdependent and 
unequal world in which we live” 
 
GCE inspires solidarity by 
supporting people to realise their 
full rights, responsibilities, and 
potential as global citizens in order 
to take meaningful action for a just 
and sustainable world.  
 
By challenging stereotypes and 
encouraging independent thinking, 
GCE helps students critically 
explore the root causes of global 
justice issues and how they link 
with our everyday lives

What is 

GCE?



WW
GS

SIX-STEP 

PROGRAMME

+ INFO

https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Teacher-Guidebook.pdf?x12988


LAST YEAR

Focus on Degrowth

Demystifying DegrowthDemystifying Degrowth

+ INFO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELfaaMLmhus
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/training-teacher-resources/?fwp_search=degrowth












Vs

Green Growth DeGrowth

INFO INFO

https://www.upstreampodcast.org/greentransitionpt1
https://www.upstreampodcast.org/greentransitionpt2


DEGROWTH QUOTE

Jason Hickel

You have to ask yourself: if our 
economic system actively destroys 

the biosphere and fails to meet 
most people's basic needs, then 

what is actually the point?

+ INFO

https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/training-teacher-resources/?fwp_search=degrowth


LAST YEARS 

SESSION
(What we won't cover today!)

https://decolonialfutures.net/portfolio/the-bus/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20bus%E2%80%9D%20is%20a%20central,of%20the%20content%20being%20discussed.
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/resource-item/building-your-gce-workshop/
https://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/sites/default/files/Let%27s%20Talk%20SDGS.pdf


WW
GS

GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES 

OF GCE



WW
GS

GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF GCE

A SOLID HUMAN 

RIGHTS BASE

SOLIDARITY 

APPROACH

+ INFO + INFO+ INFO

LOCAL TO GLOBAL 

LINKS



SOLIDARITY QUOTE

Eduardo Galeano

I don't believe in charity. I believe in 
solidarity.
 
Charity is so vertical. It goes from top to 
bottom. Solidarity is horizontal. It 
respects the other person. I have a lot 
to learn from other people.



https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-3/soft-versus-critical-global-citizenship-education




DIGGING 

DEEPER
Activity

Stretch and Challenge - What messages or ideas have you heard about this issue 
before? (from media, from school, from friends, from family, your own experience, 
just ‘around’)Which ideas seem mainstream? Which are di�erent from mainstream?
 
Power - Who are the powerful key players at the centre of the issue?Is there a fair 
balance of power between the actors (groups/people) involved?
 
Perspectives - Whose perspectives do we usually hear from on this issue? Who 
decides which opinions are heard or valued?
 
Background and root causes - What local and global issues does this particular 
justice issue link to?What systems and structures allow this to continue to be an issue 
(local or international laws, policies, agreements, societal response?)
 
Equity and Fairness - What inequalities or unfairness can you see in this 
issue/situation? Why are they unfair?
 



DIGGING 

DEEPER
Video

+ INFO

UPOV: The great seed robberyUPOV: The great seed robbery

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4O7cmwIKuEQ
https://youtu.be/4O7cmwIKuEQ


DIGGING 

DEEPER
Activity

Stretch and Challenge - What messages or ideas have you heard about this issue 
before? (from media, from school, from friends, from family, your own experience, 
just ‘around’)Which ideas seem mainstream? Which are di�erent from mainstream?
 
Power - Who are the powerful key players at the centre of the issue?Is there a fair 
balance of power between the actors (groups/people) involved?
 
Perspectives - Whose perspectives do we usually hear from on this issue? Who 
decides which opinions are heard or valued?
 
Background and root causes - What local and global issues does this particular 
justice issue link to?What systems and structures allow this to continue to be an issue 
(local or international laws, policies, agreements, societal response?)
 
Equity and Fairness - What inequalities or unfairness can you see in this 
issue/situation? Why are they unfair?
 





SHORT 

REFLECTION

Reflecting on the process - how is this all 

feeling?

Familiar?  Daunting? Exciting? 

Challenging?

 

Level of Comfort?

 

How would you begin to use what you've 

learned? 





The 
Global 

Passport 
Framework

Only Post Primary schools 
on the island of Ireland are 

eligible to apply for the 
Global Passport Award. The 

Award holds for 2 years.
 

The GloBAl PasSpORt AwaRd



WW
GS

SCAFFOLDING 

GUIDE



WW
GS

GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES 

OF GCE



SCAFFOLDING ACTIVITY
Global Passport Quotes

PLASTICS WORLD WATER 

DAY

FAIRTRADE

FORTNIGHT

SCHOOL 

GARDEN

INFO INFO INFOINFO



SCAFFOLDING ACTIVITY
Global Passport Quotes

FAIRTRADE

FORTNIGHT

Create opportunities for examining the root causes of this issue (Why was there a need for 
ʻFairtradeʼ? How can we tell if something is truly Fairtrade? How is this connected with other Global 
issues?) 
Using a Human rights approach from the beginning to investigate these. Think from a justice 
perspective - is it right that farmers are not being paid fairly? Where do the profits of their work go? 
Where in the world is this happening? How does this impact their lives? How does this link with 
other global issues? 

Six ways Fairtrade strengthens Human Rights
Fairtrade Foundation Flaws in Fairtrade Certification
Fair World Project Article The Guardian - Ethical Labels not fit for purposeʼ Article 
Faulty Fair Trade: The hidden realities of fair trade chocolate 

Using dialogue, debate and activities to reflect and understand our views and some of the 
dominant narratives we hear on this 
Questioning our actions - are we using a solidarity approach? What themes are we connecting to 
this topic? A focus on fairtrade would include a focus on trade justice, tax justice, colonisation (and 
decolonisation) - See this       article on ʻIndirect suppliers .̓ Have you seen these practices linked to 
other global issues? 
Alternatives to Fairtrade - Fairchain co�ee        Tonys Chocolonely 
What are we noticing about this issue using a Degrowth Lens? What actions can we take to aim 
towards power to change? 
How much reflection is built in? What follow-on activities can we do to reflect and solidify what we 
have learned and what we might do next.

https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/media-centre/blog/six-ways-fairtrade-strengthens-human-rights/
https://reporterbrasil.org.br/2022/05/multinational-coffee-companies-ignore-accusations-and-continue-buying-from-suppliers-linked-to-farms-with-slave-labour/
https://fairworldproject.org/looking-back-looking-forward-fair-trade-certification-in-2022/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/jul/16/ethical-labels-not-fit-for-purpose-report-warns-consumers
https://chocolateclass.wordpress.com/2017/05/11/faulty-fair-trade-the-hidden-realities-of-fair-trade-chocolate/
https://tonyschocolonely.com/uk/en
https://moyeecoffee.ie/pages/what-is-fairchain


SCAFFOLDING ACTIVITY
Global Passport Quotes

PLASTICS

 
Create opportunities for examining the root causes of this issue (When and why did we start using 
so much plastic? Who can slow and stop the flow of it? How is this connected with other Global 
issues?)
Using a Human rights approach from the beginning to investigate these:

Human Rights Impact of E-Waste - Report
The plastic problem - Plastic and Human Rights (Landfills and Health)
Human Rights watch - Global Plastic Treaty
Plastic is a human rights issue - Brendan Terry TedTalk
Plastic Recycling Harms Health - Human Rights Watch Article

Using dialogue, debate and activities to reflect and understand our views and some of the 
dominant narratives we hear on this
Questioning our actions - are we using a solidarity approach? (for example, although well-meaning, 
are we taking a recyclable item and turning it into a non-recyclable in order to raise awareness? 
(glueing plastic or mixing it with other materials means itʼs destined for landfill)
What are we noticing about this issue using a Degrowth Lens?
What actions can we take to aim towards power to change? 
How much reflection is built in? What follow-on activities can we do to reflect and solidify what we 
have learned and what we might do next.

 

https://sites.uab.edu/humanrights/2018/09/05/the-plastic-problem/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/09/21/turkey-plastic-recycling-harms-health-environment
https://www.ciel.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/HR_EWaste.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/02/global-plastics-treaty-historic-opportunity-protect-human-rights
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGRjnlBOHd0


SCAFFOLDING ACTIVITY
Global Passport Quotes

SCHOOL 

GARDEN

Create opportunities for examining the root causes of this issue (What is causing biodiversity loss? Who 
can slow this? Perhaps start by looking at why this is a big issue - not only for animals but for wider nature 
and for humans.)
Using a Human rights approach from the beginning to investigate these. Think about connection to land 
and place - some of the world's greatest custodians of biodiversity and nature protectors are indigenous 
communities:

The Worldʼs Indigenous Communities Infographic
Indigenous-led Conservation - Amazon
Indigenous communities campaign for the rights of rivers article

Using dialogue, debate and activities to reflect and understand our views and some of the dominant 
narratives we hear on this
Questioning our actions - are we using a solidarity approach? (We can continue to focus on pollinators 
and bug diversity but we must also include links to human rights - for example, focussing on using native 
trees and seeds in the same tradition as peasant farmers and indigenous communities. 
Hearing from other perspectives (both local and global) on this issue and how it links with other global 
issues
Global Seed Industry Changes since 2013 Infographic
Sustainable Farming in Ireland - Video case study by Foodture (From 3.50 - seed saving)
Kiss the Ground Documentary: Soil Health Resources         Regenerative Agriculture Practices
Above documentary and other films for impact - stream free here
What are we noticing about this issue using a Degrowth Lens?
What actions can we take to aim towards power to change? 
How much reflection is built in? What follow-on activities can we do to reflect and solidify what we have 
learned and what we might do next.

https://saaccionasostenibilidad.blob.core.windows.net/media/597247/indigenous-communities.jpg
https://amazonfrontlines.org/chronicles/indigenous-conservation-amazon/
https://naturerightswatch.com/ganges-and-yamuna-rivers-granted-same-legal-rights-as-human-beings/#:~:text=The%20Ganges%20river%2C%20considered%20sacred,same%20legal%20rights%20as%20people.
https://www.waterbear.com/watch
https://kisstheground.com/regenerative-agriculture/
https://kisstheground.com/resource-library
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eOTsutqEUQ&t=1s
https://philhoward.net/2018/12/31/global-seed-industry-changes-since-2013/


SCAFFOLDING ACTIVITY
Global Passport Quotes

WORLD WATER 

DAY

Create opportunities for examining the root causes of this issue (What is causing water scarcity? Who can 
slow or stop this? How is this connected with other Global issues?)
Using a Human rights approach from the beginning to investigate these. Think from a justice perspective - 
is it right that some people donʼt have access to water for drinking, sanitation or growing food?

UN Water Facts - Water as a Human Right
EU - Human Right to Drinking Water: Impact of Large-Scale Agriculture and Industry (Policy Paper - 
might not be suitable for students but has some stats/info inside like level of water stress around the 
world - page 6)
UN Infographic on Access to clean water and sanitation
Geography of Climate Justice Resource - You could look at the information on Page 5 and look 
specifically at water issues (how lack of access to water can lead to other insecurities and inequalities - 
loss of livelihood, food scarcity, displacement, increased conflict); Island Nations going under Water - 
Kiribati      , Water collection keeping Girls and Women from school and opportunity.
Water being denied to local communities as companies divert water for cash crops (Think of examples 
of this - Avocados, cotton, rice, palm oil, grain and soy for animal feed etc): Video about Chile and 
Avocados - privatisation of water (Last minute of video shows stark reality)         ; Article - Cotton 
production linked to dried up Aral Sea 

Using dialogue, debate and activities to reflect and understand our views and some of the dominant 
narratives we hear on this
Questioning our actions - are we using a solidarity approach? (We can continue to focus on our own water 
consumption but we must also look at the root cause of some of these issues and see where we can aim 
our influence towards positions of power - for example boycotting products, creating collective action, 
raising awareness etc)
Hearing from other perspectives (both local and global) on this issue and how it links with other global 
issues

https://www.unwater.org/water-facts/human-rights-water-and-sanitation
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/653649/EXPO_IDA(2021)653649_EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/E_Infographic_06.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-PqcnK_mQkQ
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-collecting-water-often-colossal-waste-time-women-and-girls
https://kisstheground.com/resource-library
https://www.anotesark.com/
https://www.mrfcj.org/pdf/Geography_of_Climate_Justice_Introductory_Resource.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/sustainable-fashion-blog/2014/oct/01/cotton-production-linked-to-images-of-the-dried-up-aral-sea-basin


New Internationalist

TAKING MEANINGFUL ACTION

Every themed 
edition has a 

list of 
organisations 
taking action

NYCI

Looking at 
Individual vs 

Collective 
Action

Uplift

Start your 
own 

Campaign!

https://newint.org/
https://www.youth.ie/documents/the-global-youth-journey-to-act-free-resources-activity-plans/
https://secure.avaaz.org/page/en/


TAKING ACTION
What's your role?





HELPFUL RESOURCES
WWGS Resource Library



HELPFUL RESOURCES New Internationalist

https://newint.org/magazines


HELPFUL RESOURCES
Useful Websites

www.developmenteducation.ie/

https://www.�nancialjustice.ie/

https://globaldimension.org.uk/

https://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/

www.youth.ie/ (NYCI)

https://decolonialfutures.net/ 

www.learningforjustice.org/

https://globaldimension.org.uk/

www.creativityandchange.ie/

www.trocaire.org/our-work/educate/peaceandjustice/postprimary/

https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/

www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/



WWGS GCE Events and Training 

October

Critical Approach 
Workshops 

Established schools 
(18th Oct)
New 
schools/teachers 
(25th & 26th Oct)

November

Peace + Justice 
Workshop (10th)

 
Management 
Symposium 
Conference (16th)

December

An Chomhdháil 

Oiliúna/Irish 

Conference (6th)

Human Rights 

Approach to 

Environmental Issues 

(9th)

 

January

Fairtrade + GCE 
workshop 
(Changed Date - 
19th Feb) 

 
Revise your grant 
funding 
expenditure

February

National Teacher 
Training 
Conference (2nd)

 

March

Annual Student 
Conference online 
(28th)

April

Regional 
Teachmeets

 
Prepare for grant 
application and 
report submission

May

Deadline for 
submission of School 
Report and Grant 
Application

June

School Grant  
Appraisals

July

Grant approval 
emails sent

August

Planning 
meetings and 
whole-school 
CPD

September

Return WWGS 

      signed contract 

Starter Workshop

Regional Teachmeet

Calendar 

https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/training-and-events/


RECAP!

Todays Agenda

WWGS and Six-Step Programme
Last Years Session
WWGS Guiding Principles of GCE
Digging Deeper Activity
Sca�olding Guide
Resources and Useful Links

 
 



SHORT 

REFLECTION

Reflecting on the process - how is this all 

feeling?

Familiar?  Daunting? Exciting? 

Challenging?

 

Level of Comfort?

 

How would you begin to use what you've 

learned? 



THANK

YOU!

https://www.facebook.com/WorldwiseGlobalSchools/
https://twitter.com/worldwise_irl/with_replies?lang=en
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/support/

