[bookmark: _GoBack]CHANGING THE WAY WE THINK ABOUT POVERTY

“Overcoming poverty is not a task of charity, it is an act of justice. Like Slavery and Apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made and it can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings. Sometimes it falls on a generation to be great. YOU can be that great generation. Let your greatness blossom.”
Nelson Mandela

INTRODUCTION – Why is this a Global Justice Issue?

As Nelson Mandela rightly pointed out, poverty is not natural it is man-made but the way that it is spoken about and particularly how people living in poverty are spoken about, does not reflect this. As a society we focus greatly on the effects of poverty and are led to believe that the people living in poverty are they’re of their own doing. We rarely look under the hood and see what are the various reasons why so many people in our so-called civilised world live in poverty.

GLOBAL GOAL INDICATOR:
Global Goal no. 1 (Target 1.1 – 1.5)


SUGGESTED LEARNING INTENTIONS:
Students will be able to:
• Explore the factors that can determine, lead to and perpetuate poverty
-Understand where poverty comes from


SUGGESTED AREA OF FOCUS:
· Inequality
· Changing how poverty is talked about.

SUGGESTED CURRICULUM LINKS:
• Business Studies
• Politics and Society
• Religious Education
• English, Irish, French, German,
Spanish, etc
• Maths
• Home Economics
• Geography
• History

TEACHING AND LEARNING MATERIALS

Background reading:

An outline of the historic root causes:
https://newint.org/features/2020/02/10/brief-history-impoverishment

Growth is not the answer to combatting poverty:
https://newint.org/features/2020/02/10/we-cannot-grow-our-way-out-poverty

Poverty is a political choice-Stephen McCloskey Centre for Global Education
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-31/poverty-political-choice-un-rapporteur-has-delivered-withering-critique-international

7 take aways from Philip Alston-A Masterclass in Extreme Poverty
https://developmenteducation.ie/feature/7-key-takeaways-from-philip-alston-a-masterclass-on-extreme-poverty/


Teaching resources:

This resource is a great general resource to dig deeper on any global issue:
https://globaldimension.org.uk/resource/guidance-on-teaching-complex-global-issues-resource-for-secondary-teachers/

1. Development Perspectives overview of Goal 1-No Poverty
https://www.developmentperspectives.ie/SDGChallenge/InformationPacks/SDG%201%20No%20Poverty%202020.pdf

2. Poverty Explored-Christian Aid
https://www.christianaid.ie/schools/poverty-explored-secondary-school-resource

3. World’s Largest Lesson No Poverty The World is Not Equal, Is That Fair?
https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/The-World-Is-Not-Equal.-Is-That-Fair.pdf

4. No Poverty – Educational Resource for Teachers & Facilitators
Overview: In this resource you will find ways in which to introduce students to the epidemic of poverty, its causes and consequences and the work Concern Worldwide is doing to tackle poverty and suffering in some of the world’s poorest countries.
Content: This educational resource includes 4 activities that can be used by teachers in class to deepen student’s knowledge and awareness of the root causes of poverty.
Link: https://developmenteducation.ie/app/uploads/2018/12/Concern-3-No-Poverty-Resource.pdf

5. We Can Solve It! https://www.financialjustice.ie/education/mathematics.html

6. Classroom resource: What Matters Most
Link: https://www.globaleducation.edu.au/verve/_resources/What_Matters_Most_-_web_file.pdf

SIMULATION ACTIVITIES

The Biscuit Game: Simulation game on how wealth is divided in the world.
https://www.worldwiseschools.ie/downloads/The-Biscuit-Game.pdf?x67059

Good article written by a teacher who used Smarties for this game https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2015/jan/28/teach-students-equality-smarties

Paper Bag Game-good game to look at wage inequality
Details in Concern’s No Poverty publication https://developmenteducation.ie/app/uploads/2018/12/Concern-3-No-Poverty-
Resource.pdf

Name of activity: Who gets a fair share?
Booklet: How the World Works 2
A Transition Year resource for teachers (Financial Justice Ireland)
Aim: Students will be able to contrast preconceived notions of global demographics to factual statistics.
Overview: This lesson explores how unequal the world is through the distribution of resources. Check out the Ranking Game page 27 too! 
Link: https://www.financialjustice.ie/htww2/


SHORT VIDEO CLIPS/ PODCASTS
1. Poverty Unpacked Podcast-https://poverty-unpacked.org

2.  Poverty vs Wealth short clip- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWSxzjyMNpU

3. https://www.atdireland.ie/wp/

4. Ted Talks: The story we tell about poverty isn’t true (Mia Birdsong)
Content: As a global community, we all want to end poverty. Mia Birdsong suggests a great place to start: Let's honor the skills, drive and initiative that poor people bring to the struggle every day. She asks us to look again at people in poverty: They may be broke — but they're not broken.
Link:https://www.ted.com/talks/mia_birdsong_the_story_we_tell_about_poverty_is_t_true

5. Ted Talks: New insights on poverty (Hans Rosling)
Content: Researcher Hans Rosling uses his cool data tools to show how countries are pulling themselves out of poverty. He demos Dollar Street, comparing households of varying income levels worldwide. Then he does something really amazing.
Link: https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_reveals_new_insights_on_poverty?lanuage=en
6. Global Wealth Inequality – What you never knew you never knew.
Link: https://developmenteducation.ie/feature/exploring-the-shape-of-our-worldtoday/wealth-and-poverty/

WHAT NOT TO SHOW YOUR STUDENTS WITHOUT THE DIGGING DEEPER EXERCISE!
The School of life – A short clip on the reason why some countries are rich and others poor depends on many things, including the quality of their institutions, the culture they have, the natural resources they find and what latitude they're on.
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMUjR7TBv6M

The Luckiest Nut in the World-inequality explained using nuts!
Link: www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtlYyuJjACw

INFORMATION WEBSITES:
Name of Org: Oxfam https://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/
Oxfam’s education resources focus very much on inequality. They’ve some really good cross curricular resources and their report every January on Global Inequality is a great resource for any GCE classroom.

Financial Justice Ireland: https://www.financialjustice.ie/
Who: They campaign predominantly on global debt and tax justice but engage too on the debate on trade – and its contribution to global inequality.


EDUCATE OTHERS

Do a survey about students perceptions
 and share the results!
Organise a campaign about poverty
Myth busting, change the systems that keep poverty
 in place
· School assemblies
· Peer-to-peer learning-videos to show other classes 
· Social media forums
· Creative Engagement (written, art, theatre, etc.)
Write a piece for the local newspaper
· Write a press release
· Do an interview
· Write an op-ed in their local paper 
· Invite a reporter to see what they are doing and write something about it.


ACTIONS - CREATING CHANGE

Ideas for School Community Actions: 
· Create a campaign that changed the narrative on 
   poverty in your school.
- Dignity campaign


Ideas for Local and National Community Actions: 
· Community Awareness Campaign on Poverty
· Advocate for a change in policy/ legislation
· Join All Together in Dignity https://www.atdireland.ie/wp/ 
· Solidarity Protest/ Art


Ideas for European and Global Community Actions:
· Take part in a tax justice or debt  campaign
· https://www.landrightsnow.org/
· https://www.globallivingwage.org
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