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Formore infos:

Website: https://www.bridge47.org/

On Twitter: @Bridge47_

On Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bridge47/

https://www.bridge47.org/
https://twitter.com/Bridge47_?ref_src=twsrc%5etfw%7Ctwcamp%5eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5eprofile:Bridge47_&ref_url=https://www.bridge47.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bridge47/




FourDenials

1) the denialof systemicviolenceandcomplicity inharm
Howismaterialprosperityherecreatedby povertysomewhereelse?Howdo poor (or rather, impoverished)countries
andpeoples subsidizeour comforts,securitiesandpleasures?Howdo we benefit from exploitation,expropriationand
destitution?Howarewe complicitin harm? WhyŘƻƴΩǘpeopletalk about this?WhyŎŀƴΩǘpeoplestopthis?

2) the denialof the limits of the planet (the fact that the planet cannotsustainexponential growthand consumption)
Howarewe consumingthe planetandmakingit un-πƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀōƭŜΚWhydo peopledenythat the currentpatternsof
ecologicaldestruction,consumptionandexploitationareunsustainable?Howlongdo we haveleft? Howare we goingto
facethe endof the world aswe knowit?

3) the denialof entanglement(our insistencein seeingourselvesasseparatefrom eachother and the land, rather than
άŜƴǘŀƴƎƭŜŘέwithin a living wider metabolismthat is bio-πƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ
Wheredoesthe separationbetween(hu)manandnaturecomefrom?Whydo we seeourselvesasseparatefrom the
Earthandfrom eachother?Whatarethe consequencesof thinkingandfeelingwe areseparatedfrom natureandfrom
eachother?

4) the denialof the immensityof the problem

(source: GlobalCitizenshipEducationOtherwise
https://decolonialfutures.net/gce/)

AbuelaGrillo

short-film produced by The 
Animation Workshop
and the Community of 
Bolivians Animators

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AXz4XPuB_BM



Denial of the immensity of the problem

Where are we and what is going on?

Vir: Club of Rome, 
Limits to Growth, 
1972
www.clubofrome.org



Denial of the limits of the planet

https://www.footprintnetwork.org/



Denial of the limits of the planet



Denial of the limits of the planet



Denialof entanglement

Circuitof Inseparabilityexercise

Makingthe invisiblevisibleΧ Connectto onésbreathing. Establisha circuit of breathwithin oneself. Extend
this circuit to anotherperson. 



Denialof entanglement



Denialof entanglement

The ApuChupaqpataDƭƻōŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ΨDƭƻōŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ όнлмнύ ŀǊŜΥ

1. The entire planet Earth (i.e. Pachamama) is my home and country, my country is my mother and my mother knows no borders.

2. We are all brothers and sisters: humans, rocks, plants, animals and all others.

3. Pachamama is a mother pregnant of another generation of non-predatory children who can cultivate, nurse, and balance forces and 
flows, and who know that any harm done to the planet is harm done to oneself.

4. The answers are in each one of us, but it is difficult to listen when we are not in balance, we hear too many different voices, 
especially in the cities.

5. The priority for life and education is balance: to act with wisdom, to balance material consumption, to learn to focus on sacred
spiritual relationships, to work together with the different gifts of each one of us, with a sense of oneness. Our purpose isto learn, learn 
and learn again (in many lives) to become better beings.

6. There is no complete knowledge, we all teach, learn and keep changing: it is a path without an end.  There is knowledge that canbe 
known and described, there is knowledge that can be known, but not described and there is knowledge that cannot be known or 
described.

7. Our teachers are the Apus (the mountains-ancestors), Pachamama, the plants, what we live day by day and what has been lived 
before, the animals, our children, our parents, the spirits, our history, our ancestors, the fire, the water, the wind, all the different 
elements around us.

8. The serpent, the puma and the condor are symbols of material and non-material dimensions, of that which can be known, of that 
which cannot be known or determined, and of the connections between all things.

9. The traditional teachings of generosity, of gratitude, and of living in balance that are being lost are very important for our children ςit 
is necessary to recover them.

10.The world is changed through love, patience, enthusiasm, respect, courage, humility and living life in balance.  The world cannot be 
changed through wars, conflicts, racism, anger, arrogance, divisions and borders.  The world cannot be changed without sacredspiritual 
connections.



Howhaseducationcontributed to the problem?

Declaration of Decolonizing Education
Manish Jain

I can no longer accept a narrative of education, which teaches me that my village grandmother was illiterate, primitive, backward, stupid, 
uneducated, underdeveloped, uncivilized and not capable of managing their own affairs.

I can no longer accept a narrative of education which standardizes, sorts, brands, and condemns millions of beautiful brilliant talented 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ΨŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎΩΣ ΨǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ψǎƭƻǿ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǎ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀccess to future 
learning and working opportunities.

L Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŜŀŘΩ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀnd home.

I can no longer accept a narrative of education that sees my links to my land, to my local languages, to my seeds, to my rivers, to my trees, to 
my histories and herstories, to my body, to my inner voice, to the spirit world, to my community all as a barrier to modernization and 
development which must at best be destroyed if we are to progress, and at worst be condemned to a multicultural day festival in school.

I can no longer accept a narrative of education that teaches me that physical work in the fields, in my home and in my community is 
ŘǊǳŘƎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΩ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ /ƻŎŀ /ƻƭŀΣ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘǎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ CŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ [ƻǾŜƭȅ Ŧacewhitening 
creams and chatting on Facebook.

I can no longer accept a narrative of education that teaches me that I have to compete against others in my community and against peoples 
from other countries to survive.

I can no longer accept a narrative which teaches me that learning is a commodity (along with the air, water, land, food) and that knowledge 
is the property of individuals through copyrights and patents.

L Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ trained 
teachers or scientific knowledge. So we need more foreign direct investment, we need more foreign aid, we need more public-private 
partnerships, we need more free trade agreements, and we need to always trust the Experts over the wisdom of our communities.

L Ŏŀƴ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨaƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΩ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘǳƳŀƴΦ



Howhaseducationcontributed to the problem?

https://schoolingtheworld.org/viewfilm/

αIf you wanted to change a culture in a generation, how 
would you do it?ά

αYou would change the way it educates its children.ά

How hasformaleducationcolonizedour hearts,intellect and
imaginationwith messagesaboutand desiresfor 

individualisticmetropolitanconsumerism?

Schooling the World: The White Man´s Last Burden



Soft-Radical-BeyondReformspace

Andreotti, V., Stein, S., Ahenakew, C., Hunt, D. (2015) Mapping interpretations of decolonization in the context of higher 
education. https://decolonialfuturesnet.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/mapping-decolonization-he.pdf

Soft-Radical-Beyond



Highand Lowintensity struggleand Highand Lowintensity risk 

Wherewouldmy organisationbe positioned:                                 Wherewould I positionmyself:



With/ Out Modernity Cards

This deck of cards offers 
questions and invitations related 
to affective and relational work 
άǿƛǘƘƛƴέ ŀƴŘ άƎŜǎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦέ 

(with/out) modernity.

https://decolonialfutures.net/wit
houtmodernitycards/



Dream Journey ςtowardsa different way of collective imagining

An exercise in collective dreaming: Invitation to try to look into what lies ahead. Without
planning, thinking ahead.. justobservingand recording what appears. 

Let́ s try to takeourselves, our wishes, our ambitions out of the equation and let the earth 
dream through us. 

Let́ snot try to imagine or to project what weare supposed to see or experience,just simply 
let it happenΧ 



Dream Journey ςtowardsa different way of collective imagining

After the dreaming session, take the 
pencils and crayons and draw what 

is it that emerges for you. 

It can be related to anything that 
you saw in your dreams or it can be 
something that you hand wants to 

draw. 

Do not try to control it, just let it 
express itself. 

Continue to draw, even if you do not 
know, what it is that you are 

drawing.



Dream Journey ςtowardsa different way of collective imagining

Havea lookat the different pieces and see if we can 
find ways how these images can be put together. 

Let́ sarrange them in different configurations and 
try to see, if there is something in there that speaks 

to us.



Dream Journey ςtowardsa different way of collective imagining



Parking



Evaluation I



Evaluation II


