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Global Learning in Music
The National Curriculum’s Purpose of Study describes Music as a ‘universal language’ and this universality makes it a great curriculum area for exploring Global Learning themes. Pupils can develop their ‘critical engagement with music’ by learning about music from different countries and musical traditions, and experimenting in their own performances and composition with a variety of musical forms and instruments (National Curriculum in England: Music Programmes of Study, Department for Education, 2013). Pupils can also compose music that explores their response to Global Learning themes by drawing on their knowledge and understanding of the inter-related dimensions of pitch, dynamics, tempo, structure and so on. 

Sample Global Learning activities in Music are:

Key Stage 2
Songs of Greeting (from Oxfam Education, Lesson 4: see website for other ‘Global Music Lesson’ resources, including those aimed at Key Stage 3)

· Activity:

Pupils explore and compare songs of greeting from Congo, New Zealand and the UK, looking at lyrics and musical structures.
· Links to the National Curriculum:

This activity helps pupils to ‘develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory’. It also helps pupils to ‘appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions’ while learning to perform in ensemble contexts.

· Global Learning themes, skills and values:

Actions of citizens, multiple perspectives, communication, diversity, respect.
Key Stage 3
Amnesty International – Young Human Rights Songwriter
· Activity:

This resource helps pupils to learn about the role of protest music in social change and supports them to write, perform and record their own protest song for the Young Human Rights Songwriter and Performer Award.
· Links to the National Curriculum:

This activity helps pupils to learn to ‘play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble contexts using their voice, playing instruments musically, fluently and with accuracy and expression’ as well as ‘improvise and compose’ using the inter-related dimensions of music. It also helps pupils to ‘develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history’.
· Global Learning themes, skills and values:
Actions of government and citizens, rights, critical thinking, communication, fairness, agency, self esteem, social justice.
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