
In the revised History syllabus topics
are arranged in two discreet fields of
study: Early Modern, 1492-1815 and
Later Modern, 1815-1993.  Students
must study topics from one of the fields
of study. It appears that the majority of
students are choosing the Later
Modern period. Within each field of
study there are six topics from Irish
history and six from the history of
Europe and the wider world. Students
must study two topics from Irish
history and two from the history of
Europe and the wider world. Two
topics are prescribed for document-
based study. Students also have to
undertake a research study of a
significant historical subject, which they
submit prior to the final examination.

The preface to the history syllabus
states that 
'time and change may be
described as the essence of
history. While other disciplines
investigate aspects of human life,
human institutions and cultural
traditions, only history is primarily
engaged with measuring and
explaining the manner in which
all of these have undergone the
experience of change.'

Understanding how change comes
about is integral to the study of
History and is also a central theme of
development education.

The aims and objectives as laid out in
the syllabus are compatible with the
aims of development of education:
1. To develop knowledge and

understanding of human activity in
the past

2. To promote understanding of the
present through the development of 

a historical perspective on issues of
contemporary importance

3. To develop students' understanding
of historical concepts

4. To provide students with a
perspective of change in a world of
change

The skills which are fostered through
the study of history are necessary
skills for development education.
Amongst the skills listed in the
syllabus are to
1. develop an awareness of different
interpretations of particular historical
issues.
2. develop a range of research skills
essential for the study of history
including
• locate historical data from a

variety of primary and/or
secondary sources

• select and record relevant data
• evaluate data
• collate data
• present findings in a well

structured, logical format.
3. develop an appreciation of the
nature and variety of historical
evidence.

In many cases the topic being studied
may not be directly related to
development education but the skills
acquired in History are transferable
when dealing with issues in
development education. (For example,
skills of critical thinking, ability to
distinguish between fact and opinion,
ability to recognise bias and identify
propaganda, ability to look at issues
from more than one point of view, etc.) 

Under Later Modern Europe and the
Wider World, two topics are
particularly relevant to development
education; Topic 5 - European retreat
from Empire and the aftermath, 1945-

1990 and Topic 6 - The United States
and the World, 1945-1989. Both offer
many opportunities to examine issues
from a justice perspective and to
understand historical factors that have
influenced current development issues.
However, it remains to be seen if these
topics will be chosen by many
students or whether they will continue
to study the topics that are more
similar to sections of the old history
syllabus. The availability of teaching
resources is an influence here. 

Each student must submit a research
study as part of the final examination.
This may be on any subject of
historical significance. This allows the
student to choose any issue or subject
of interest to him/her. This presents a
great opportunity to study issues
directly relevant to development
education.  For example, a student
could choose to research the history
of the debt crisis in Africa, the history
of the World Bank or the history of a
specific developing country, etc.

Useful websites:

www.historyonthenet.com
www.bbc.co.uk/learning  
- subject by subject materials
www.educationguardian.co.uk 
www.eblast.com 
- encyclopaedia and links to web. 
www.school.discovery.com/
Discovery channel website
www.un.org/Pubs/CybersSchoolBus
- UN education website aimed at
teachers and students 
www.newint.org  
New Internationalist magazine 
www.nationalgeographic.com  
www.dea.org.uk 
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