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Wildlife Trafficking & Poaching 
 
 
WHY IS THIS A GLOBAL JUSTICE ISSUE? 
Wildlife trafficking involves the illegal trade, smuggling, poaching, capture, or collection of 
endangered species, protected wildlife. Poaching and the illegal wildlife trade have far-
reaching ecological, national security, and economic consequences that are undermining 
decades of conservation and development gains. It is a crime fuelled by a lucrative black 
market trade of animal parts. The animal parts are sold as novelty items or for their 
“medicinal” properties. Poaching and the illegal trade in wildlife negatively impacts: the 
resilience of ecosystems; human security across countries and regions; and national wealth 
and the ability of countries to generate employment, reduce poverty through tourism, and 
provide dependable livelihoods through community-based natural resource management.  
 
We need to prevent the extinction of threatened species and take urgent action to halt 
poaching and trafficking and demand and supply of illegal wildlife products. 
The soaring demand for products derived from wildlife has pushed several iconic species —
including elephants, rhinos, and tigers, as well as many lesser known species on the brink of 
extinction. This is a global crisis for both wildlife and people, particularly local communities; 
it undermines equality within and among nations, sustainable consumption and production, 
the health of ecosystems, human health, and social stability.  
 
 
 
GLOBAL GOAL INDICATOR: 
 

GOAL no. 15 – Life on Land 
 

Target 15.7: ELIMINATE POACHING AND TRAFFICKING OF PROTECTED SPECIES 
Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and 
address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products. 
 
Target 15.C: COMBAT GLOBAL POACHING AND TRAFFICKING 
Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, 
including by increasing the capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood 
opportunities. 

 
 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL TOOLKITS: 

1. Teaching Tools about Elephants (WWF): 
http://assets.worldwildlife.org/educators_toolkit_files/61/toolkit_files/original/ELEPH
ANTS_ResourceGuide.pdf?1533650883 

 
2. Trade Knowledge, not Ivory (WWF): 

http://assets.worldwildlife.org/educators_toolkit_files/66/toolkit_files/original/ELEPH
ANTS_SOCIAL_STUDIES.pdf?1533651451 
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3. Safe Systems: Revolutionising Human Wildlife Conflict (WWF): 
http://zeropoaching.org/pdfs/HWC_concept_note.pdf 
 

4. Tool & Resources to combat illegal Wildlife Trade (World Bank Group): 
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/389851519769693304/24691-Wildlife-Law-
Enforcement-002.pdf 
 

5. Protecting Wildlife by Buying Informed: A Toolkit developed to raise awareness, 
change behaviour, and help end the demand for illegal wildlife products around the 
world (US Wildlife Trafficking Alliance): 
https://www.asta.org/files/MainSite/images/pr/USWTAToolkit/USWTAToolkit2017.p
df 
 

6. Plenty more Fish in the Sea? (At least a quarter of the world’s fish stocks are 
overexploited or depleted. Stocks are further undermined by illegal fishing. It is now 
clear that overfishing is wreaking havoc on our marine environment and is 
economically unsustainable. (World Ocean Review): 
https://worldoceanreview.com/wp-content/downloads/wor2/WOR2_en_chapter_3.pdf 
 

7. Protect our Species - Earth Day 2019: https://160g7a3snajg2i1r662yjd5r-
wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Species-Education-Week-2019-Toolkit-
v01_18-002.pdf 
 

8. Fighting Illicit Wildlife Trafficking – by WWF and Dahlberg (also available in 
French, Spanish and Chinese): 
https://d2ouvy59p0dg6k.cloudfront.net/downloads/wwffightingillicitwildlifetraffickin
g_lr_1.pdf 
 

 
 
USEFUL WEBSITES: 

1. Humane Society International – This website has simple articles and factual 
information on whaling, trophy hunting, the dog meat trade, seal hunting, etc. 
https://www.hsi.org/issues/animal-testing/ 
 

2. Global Wildlife Conservation – Stopping Extinction in it’s tracks: 
https://www.globalwildlife.org/wildlife/ 
 

3. WildAid works to reduce global consumption of wildlife products, to increase local 
support for conservation efforts, to protect fragile marine reserves from illegal fishing 
and shark finning, to enhance public and political will for anti-poaching efforts, and to 
reduce climate change impacts: https://wildaid.org/resources/fatherhood-chinese-
david-beckham-yao-ming-hrh-prince-william/ 
 

4. Fun Facts about Sealife (NOAA Fisheries): 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/outreach-and-education/fun-facts-about-sea-
life 
 

5. 1 millioned Threatened Species: https://www.ipbes.net/news/million-threatened-
species-thirteen-questions-answers 
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6. Wildlife Crime Ireland: http://wildlifecrime.ie/pages/what-is.html 

 
7. Oxpeckers – Investigative Environmental Journalism: https://oxpeckers.org/ 

 
8. Euronatur - Species conservation (EuroNatur is working for the protection of 

Europe’s large mammals, migratory birds like cranes and storks, and the highly 
endangered Mediterranean monk seal, brown bears, wolves and lynxes): 
https://www.euronatur.org/en/what-we-do/endangered-species/ 
 

9. Wildlife Crime Ireland offers basic information on wildlife crime, links to further 
information, advice on Recognising & recording a wildlife crime. 
Link: http://wildlifecrime.ie/index.html 
 

10. Global Initiative – Against Transnational Organized Crime (this website has 
articles, research publications, short videos and more on wildlife trafficking on a 
global scale.  
Link: https://globalinitiative.net/illicit-migration-to-europe-consequences-of-illegal-
fishing-and-overfishing-in-west-africa/ 
 

 
 
 
 
WEBPAGES: 

1. Poaching animals explained - Illegally taking animals from the wild threatens 
many species with extinction (National Geographic) 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/reference/poaching-animals/ 
 

2. The EU Approach to Combat Wildlife Trafficking: 
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/traf_steps_en.htm 

3.  Locations and activities relating to wildlife trafficking (Trafficking of birds, 
African Elephants, turtles and tortoises, reptiles, rhinos, etc): 
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/wildlife-crime/module-1/key-issues/locations-and-
activities-relating-to-wildlife-trafficking.html 

4. Illegal fishing, another form of wildlife crime - by Markus Burgener: 
https://mag.wcoomd.org/magazine/wco-news-80/illegal-fishing-another-form-of-
wildlife-crime/ 

5. Europe, a silent hub for illegal Wildlife Trade ( & other articles below this article): 
https://www.dw.com/en/europe-a-silent-hub-of-illegal-wildlife-trade/a-37183459 

 
 
 
POSTER: 
Implications of Wildlife Trafficking (European Commission): 
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/pdf/infographics/infographic-wildlife-impact.pdf 
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NEWS ARTICLES: 
1. The fight to bring a deadly illegal industry to justice: 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20190920-the-fight-to-end-wildlife-crime-and-
poaching 
 

2. How to curb the trade (The Economist): 
https://www.economist.com/international/2019/08/09/how-to-curb-the-trade-in-
endangered-species 
 

3. The ban on trading Ivory is unfair but necessary (The Economist): 
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2019/08/08/the-ban-on-trading-ivory-is-unfair-
but-necessary 
 

4. Stop Rhino and Elephant Poaching (The NRDC): https://www.nrdc.org/issues/stop-
rhino-and-elephant-poaching 
 

5. The Most trafficked mammal you’ve never heard of (CNN): 
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2014/04/opinion/sutter-change-the-list-pangolin-
trafficking/index.html 

 
6. Deer Poaching in Ireland - ‘Wildlife criminals’ targeted in new plan. Garda to 

introduce training course in effort to tackle gangs of poachers. 
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/wildlife-criminals-targeted-in-
new-plan-1.3591318 
 

7. The challenges of campaigning against wildlife trafficking in Vietnam: 
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/08/the-challenges-of-campaigning-against-wildlife-
trafficking-in-vietnam/ 
 

8. Lions and humans: navigating the history and our relationship with the ‘king of 
beasts’ 
Link: https://talkinghumanities.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2019/07/16/lions-and-humans-
navigating-the-history-and-our-relationship-with-the-king-of-beasts/ 
 
 

 
SHORT VIDEOS: 

1. Wildlife Trafficking (Sharon Guynup talks about the world’s most endangered species, the 
dark world of wildlife trafficking and international efforts to stop the practice before it’s too late 
for a wide range of animals on several continents.  
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DEVzbNVH4g 
 

2. Pangolins: The Most Trafficked Mammal You've Never Heard Of (National 
Geographic): 
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqC3ieJJlFM 
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3. 7 ways to help save the pangolin, an awesome creature trafficked by the ton 
(CNN): 
Link:  https://edition.cnn.com/2014/04/01/opinion/sutter-pangolin-help-
change/index.html 
 

4. Videos uploaded by Eurogroup for Animals  
Link: https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/media-2-2-2 
 

5. On the rainforest trail with Brazil's animal traffickers (Animal trafficking is big 
business in the northern Brazilian city of Belem do Para. Every year thousands of Brazil's animals 
begin their journey to the US and Europe from here.) – Please view this video before showing in 
class!!! 
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Srkj2ajTFo 
 

 
 
DOCUMENTARIES: 

1. The Ivory Game – on Netflix 
 

2. Big Game, Big Money: Inside the illegal wildlife trade: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzYrtRkGcuo 
 

3. STROOP: Journey into the Rhino horn war: https://vimeo.com/ondemand/stroop 
 
 
 
PODCASTS: 
What is Wildlife Crime (Ireland) 
Link: https://play.acast.com/s/lmfm-late-lunch/cdfc8f31-61c4-471b-b6ea-047e5185c8ac 
(Timeline 22:24 – 40:40) 
 
Wildlife Crime in Ireland 
Link:http://wildlifecrime.ie/Linked%20docs/articles%20&%20podcasts/Kildare%20Today_
20.4.16.mp3 
 
 
 
TEDTALKS:  
A Hero of the Congo Forest: Botanist Corneille Ewango talks about his work at the Okapi 
Faunal Reserve in the Congo Basin and his heroic work protecting it from poachers, miners and 
raging civil wars. 
Link: https://www.ted.com/talks/corneille_ewango_is_a_hero_of_the_congo_forest 
 
Ted Talk videos on Poaching:  
Link: https://www.ted.com/search?cat=videos&q=poaching 
 
 
BLOGS: 
Freebird: Juliana Machado Ferreira leads the charge against Brazil’s illegal wildlife trade 
Link: https://blog.ted.com/juliana-machado-ferreira-battles-brazils-illegal-wildlife-trade/ 


