
LAND GRABS 
 
 
INTRODUCTION – Why is this a Global Justice Issue? 
 
In today’s world many affluent landowners, agribusinesses, investors and governments 
want to acquire land to turn into crop plantations to export these crops to make huge 
profits. As a result, indigenous people are being forcibly evicted from their homes, relocated 
and are forced to migrate to urban areas with no livelihoods and they become homeless and 
poverty stricken as they are not able to grow food, access natural resources or earn an 
income. Habitats are destroyed, rainforests burned, substantial amounts of water used, and 
waste from biofuel production and fertilisers and pesticides used on the plantations pollute 
local drinking water further adding to the effects of climate change. People no longer have 
access to their land which they rely on for their food, shelter and livelihoods.  
 
 
GLOBAL GOAL INDICATOR: 
 

Goal no. 1 Poverty (target 1.4) 
 

Equal rights to ownership, basic services, technology and economic resources: By 2030, 
ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights 
to economic resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership and control over land 
and other forms of property, inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new technology 
and financial services, including microfinance. 
  
 
Educational Toolkits: 

1. Name of Org: Eurovia 
PDF: How do we define land grabbing? 
Link: http://www.eurovia.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/defining-land-grabs.pdf 
 

2. Tainted Lands – Corruption in Large scale land deals (A reliable source of 
information, with case studies from around the world, suitable for seniors) 
Link: file:///Users/aoiferankin/Downloads/Tainted_Lands_Report_FINAL.pdf 

3. Land Grabs: Take action to stop the Injustice (Oxfam) 
Link: file:///Users/aoiferankin/Downloads/land_action_guide.pdf 
 

4. ‘Land Grabs: A Growing Scandal’ Presentation 
Link: file:///Users/aoiferankin/Downloads/Land_Grabs_Presentation_Script.pdf 
 
 

 
Short Video Clips: 

 
1. A beginner’s guide to land grabs – a short animated film outlining land deals 

which are tearing whole communities apart, leaving people hungry and homeless 



Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBbRPjVb4XA 
 
 
2. Animated guide to land grabs – This great little animation explains how families 

are being unfairly evicted from their land and left with no way to grow food or 
earn a living as a result of big land deals in poor countries. 
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GL54O0QthE 

 
 
 

Documentaries: 
 
1. We are here to stay! – This environmental justice documentary highlights the 

injustices endured by indigenous communities in Argentina, Columbia, Kenya, 
Italy, Tibetan Plateau and Mexico. (This documentary is in Spanish and English) 
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSPBRG3GZDo 

 
 
2. The Land beneath our feet – A documentary that follows a young Liberian man 

uprooted by war, who returns from the USA. This footage depicts the 1926 
corporate land grab and recalls the eroding land rights globally.     
Link:https://www.primevideo.com/detail/0PUQXW5NE9LDDNGIU5TTHJACYN/re
f=atv_sr_def_c_unkc__2_1_2?sr=1-
2&pageTypeIdSource=ASIN&pageTypeId=B07QPBJ84Q&qid=1562685964 

 
 
3. No Land No Food No Life – explores the stories of scall-scale farmers in Africa 

and Asia who are being forced off their land by an unprecedented corporate land 
grabs. 
Link:https://www.primevideo.com/detail/0O71KK770TMWIWJTFEOC8D9GNK/re
f=atv_sr_def_c_unkc__3_1_3?sr=1-
3&pageTypeIdSource=ASIN&pageTypeId=B07CVQSG7K&qid=1562685964 

 
4. When Two Worlds Collide (2016) - This documentary takes a look at how 

indigenous peoples clashed violently with the Peruvian government over land 
and economics in the Amazon.  
Link: www.netflix.com 

 
 
Podcasts: 

 
1. Global Development Podcast: Land Grabs in Africa – With climate change and 

rising demand for biofuels pushing up food pries, rich countries are increasingly 
looking for land in poorer nations to feed themselves.  
Link: https://www.theguardian.com/world/audio/2011/jan/28/guardian-focus-
podcast-land-grabs 

 



2. Lester Brown: The 21st century goldrush – African arable land grabs – Lester 
Brown from the Earth Policy Institute reveals how rich countries worried about 
their future food supplies – along with investment banks – are buying up arable 
land in Africa, yet are failing to deliver any benefits to local people.  
Link: https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/audio/2011/jan/28/lester-brown-africa-land-grab 

 
 

 
News articles: 

 
1. How land grabs in Africa could herald a new dystopian age of hunger 
Link: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-
matters/2011/jan/28/africa-land-grabs-food-security 

 
2. Forced displacements in Columbia  
Link: http://www.ejolt.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/FS-49.pdf 

 
 

3. Seized: The 2008 landgrab for food and financial security 

Link: https://www.grain.org/article/entries/93-seized-the-2008-landgrab-for-food-
and-financial-security 
 
4. Land Grabbing: All in the Name of Security (Oakland Institute) 
Link: https://www.oaklandinstitute.org/land-grabbing-all-name-food-security 

 
 

 
 
Useful Websites: 
1. Name of Organisation: EXPLORING LAND ISSUES IN SCOTLAND AND THE WIDER WORLD 

- A GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP RESOURCE FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Content: This outlines indicators to describe land-grabbing, these include size, people, 
control, legality and usage.  
Link: http://www.onthelandwestand.org.uk/losing-ground 

 
2. Global Witness: https://www.globalwitness.org/en-gb/campaigns/land-deals/ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


