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Prom
oting Critical A

w
areness of G

lobal and Social Justice across the Curriculum
:

Theology, Education and the H
um

anities 

U
BU

N
TU

 in the M
ater D

ei 
Institute

A
u

th
ors:

G
areth B

yrne, E
laine M

cD
onald, B

arrie 
M

cE
ntee, W

illiam
 M

urphy, E
thna R

egan, PJ Sexton, 
M

ater D
ei Institute 

A
im

s of th
e p

roject:
To explore how

 D
E

 issues find expression in the 
academ

ic program
m

es offered at M
D

I 

To develop critical aw
areness of global and social 

justice am
ong staff and students 

 K
ey T

asks:
 

A
n interdisciplinary staff survey m

apping w
here 

them
es of global and social justice are currently 

addressed in M
D

I m
odules

A
n annual G

lobal and Social Justice W
eek in M

D
I

 To initiate
a

series
ofinterdisciplinary

sem
inars

for staff and students on relevant them
es 

 

To encourage ongoing research 

M
ater D

ei stu
d

en
t, F

ion
a M

allon
 sp

eakin
g on

 h
er

exp
erien

ces of h
er M

D
I/T

rócaire visit to
K

en
ya

O
ngoing Research

 
Postgraduate researchers are engaged in a 
review

 of academ
ic and teaching resources 

in the area of global and social justice

R
eligion, E

cology and Sustainable 
D

evelopm
ent: e.g. interdisciplinary

publication, A
ndrew

 G
. M

cG
rady and E

thna 
R

egan, ‘E
thics in a G

lobal W
orld: the E

arth 
C

harter and religious education’ in B
ritish

Journal of R
eligious E

ducation, vol.30
(2008) 

SLA
VERY:

Raising Critical A
w

areness A
cross 

D
isciplines 2007-2008 

 

 
Special screening of A

m
azing G

race
 

Irish Studies/U
buntu Lecture:  D

r. 
N

ini R
odgers, Q

U
B

: ‘Ireland: Slavery and 
A

nti-Slavery 1720-1838’ 
 

Sem
inar on contem

porary slavery 

G
lobal and Social
Justice W

eeks
 

G
e

n
d

e
r

 a
n

d
 J

u
s

t
i
c

e:
12-15 M

arch
 20

0
7

 

W
e focused on gender and justice w

ith particular 
em

phasis on the fem
ale face of H

IV
 and A

ID
S 

E
vents included a keynote address by M

ichael 
K

ell y SJ, an exp ert on H
IV

/A
ID

S polic y in Zam
bia

  
C

l
i
m

a
t
e

 C
h

a
n

g
e

 a
n

d
 t

h
e

 P
o

o
r

:
 

 4
-8

 F
ebru

ary 20
0

8
 

 

W
e focused on global w

arm
ing w

ith particular 
em

phasis on the consequences for the poorest of 
the poor 

The w
eek coincided w

ith the launch of the 
Trócaire Lenten/A

D
M

IT cam
paign on clim

ate 
change

Speciallectures,construction
ofan

A
frican

hutto
representthose

atrisk
due

to
clim

ate
change,

fund-raising and practical carbon reduction 
challenges 

A
frican

 h
u

t rep
resen

tin
g th

ose at risk 
from

 clim
ate ch

an
ge

A
frican

 D
ru

m
m

ers at G
lobal an

d
 S

ocial 
Ju

stice W
eek 20

0
8

For m
ore inform

ation on this project, please contact Ethna Regan,
M

ater D
ei Institute, Clonliffe Road, D

ublin 3
Tel: 01 837 6027, Em

ail: ethna.regan@
m

aterdei.dcu.ie
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P
ro

m
o

ting
 C

ritical A
w

areness o
f G

lo
b

al A
nd 

S
o

cial Justice A
cro

ss T
he C

urriculum
: 

E
d

ucatio
n, T

heo
lo

g
y A

nd
 T

he H
um

anities

G
areth B

yrne, E
laine M

cD
o

nald
, B

arrie M
cE

ntee, 

W
ill M

urp
hy, E

thna R
eg

an and
 P

J S
exto

n, M
ater D

ei 

Institute

M
ater D

ei Institute, a college of D
ublin C

ity U
niversity, has a strong 

com
m

itm
ent to the teaching of issues of global and social justice 

across all our undergraduate and postgraduate program
m

es.  W
hile 

the largest num
ber of our students are those pursuing a four year 

concurrent teacher education program
m

e w
hich qualifies them

 to 

teach R
eligious Education and either English, H

istory or M
usic at 

second level, w
e also have undergraduate students pursuing a B

A
 

in R
eligious S

tudies and Irish S
tudies.  O

ur taught postgraduate 

program
m

es are constituted by a num
ber of M

A
 courses in R

eligion 

and Education or R
eligion and C

ulture.  There is a staff U
buntu 

com
m

ittee m
ade up of people from

 the S
chools of Education, 

Theology and the H
um

anities and our C
oordinator of C

haplaincy 

S
ervices.  

R
esearch

Faculty A
udit: W

hat are w
e teaching about G

lobal and S
ocial Justice 

in our courses?

Tw
o years ago, w

e conducted a faculty audit w
hereby each m

em
ber 

of staff w
as asked to subm

it details of any course they teach w
hich 

touches on areas pertinent to global and social justice.  This audit w
as 

a very useful exercise as it highlighted the interconnections betw
een 

courses, pointed to interdisciplinary engagem
ent on these issues and, 

as w
e had hoped, highlighted areas w

hich w
ere not being adequately 

addressed.  

R
esearch P

roject: W
hat academ

ic and teaching resources are 

available?

The faculty audit in the first year w
as follow

ed, in the second year, 

by a resource audit i.e. an interdisciplinary survey of academ
ic and 

teaching resources in the areas of global and social justice in our 

college library, in order to look at areas of strength and w
eakness.  

W
ith the help of funding from

 the U
buntu N

etw
ork, tw

o postgraduate 

students w
ere appointed to conduct this audit and to research suitable 

bibliographical and pedagogical resources in other libraries and 

relevant organisations.  The results of this audit w
ere then presented 

to the M
D

I U
buntu com

m
ittee and the rem

aining funding w
as used to 
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augm
ent resources in the areas of global and social justice that both 

the faculty audit and the research project had pointed to as areas 

of w
eakness.  It is planned to develop this research project into an 

intranet link w
hereby the available resources can be accessed on a 

them
atic basis, pointing staff and students to m

aterial available for 

research and teaching purposes.  N
ew

ly purchased resources can 

then be added to this database.  

S
tudent A

udit: W
hat are our students really learning about global and 

social justice?

W
hile w

e have a stated com
m

itm
ent to global and social justice w

e 

hope now
 to exam

ine w
hat undergraduate and postgraduate students 

consider they have learned about these issues.  Tow
ards the end 

of the academ
ic year, a qualitative survey w

ill be draw
n up w

hich 

those graduating in 2009 w
ill be invited to participate in.  The prim

ary 

focus of the survey w
ill be on the attitudes to justice am

ong students 

and the integration of the various them
es into their program

m
es.  

N
otw

ithstanding the difficulty of ‘m
easuring’ attitudes it is hoped that 

this w
ill, at least, indicate w

hat the relationship is betw
een our stated 

com
m

itm
ent to global and social justice and the im

pact of that on our 

students. 

A
ctio

n

G
lo

b
al and

 S
o

cial Justice W
eek

This is an annual event in the M
ater D

ei Institute and is organised by 

our C
oordinator of C

haplaincy S
ervices, B

arrie M
cEntee, usually tim

ed 

to link w
ith Trócaire’s Lenten C

am
paign.  The them

e of the 2008 w
eek, 

4–8 February, w
as ‘Ecology and C

are for the Earth’, w
ith specific focus 

on Trócaire’s cam
paign ‘The effects of global w

arm
ing, especially on 

the poorest people in our w
orld’.

O
n M

onday 4 February a ‘M
ud H

ut’ w
as constructed in the foyer 

of the college by som
e of the students and the chaplain. The 

‘M
ud H

ut’ w
as to serve as a sym

bol of those m
ost affected by 

the increase in tem
peratures globally and to raise the profile of 

the G
lobal and S

ocial Justice W
eek. Lecturers w

ere kind enough 
to allow

 som
e of the G

lobal and S
ocial Justice W

eek team
 into 

their lectures to speak to the students and allow
 an official 

launch and presentation of the tim
etable for the w

eek.  

The second area of global and social justice addressed in the 
academ

ic year 2007-08 w
as S

lavery and H
um

an Trafficking.  
D

uring this w
eek, there w

as a sem
inar given by D

r. N
ini R

ogers 
of Q

ueen’s U
niversity, B

elfast on the topic ‘Ireland... S
lavery 

and A
nti-slavery 1720-1838’.  P

art of the M
D

I Irish S
tudies 

S
em

inars, this sem
inar show

ed the cross curricular nature of 
the G

lobal and S
ocial Justice W

eek.  This event also m
arked the 

First A
nnual Irish S

tudies/U
buntu S

em
inar. D

r R
odgers, w

hose 
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book on this subject w
as published by P

algrave in 2007, gave 

a fascinating talk w
hich prom

pted a lively discussion. The event 

w
as attended by staff, students and visitors to the C

ollege. 

It w
as an im

portant contribution to the efforts of the U
buntu 

C
om

m
ittee to raise aw

areness of the issues of slavery and 

hum
an trafficking w

ithin the C
ollege, ensuring that those w

ho 

attended w
ere better equipped to discuss these issues w

ithin a 

historical context.

Tuesday 5 February w
as a day to encourage everyone in the 

Institute to refrain from
 using electrical appliances betw

een the 

hours of 5-7pm
 in order to reduce the draw

 on the national grid 

at this ‘R
ush hour’ tim

e. There w
as also a chance for students 

and staff to sign up to the Trócaire A
D

M
IT cam

paign, inviting 

people to contact local public representatives to highlight the 

dangers of global w
arm

ing.

W
ednesday’s em

phasis w
as on students and staff choosing eco-

friendly m
ethods of getting to and from

 college. It w
as also A

sh 

W
ednesday and in addition to som

e staff and students receiving 

ashes as a sign of the beginning of Lent, students w
ere asked 

to m
ake a com

m
itm

ent to at least one eco-friendly initiative for 

the m
onth or even longer. Five M

D
I students, w

ho w
ere going 

to Zam
bia during the sum

m
er to help teach children affected 

by H
IV/A

ID
S

, sought support for their trip and highlighted the 

need for education for the local people in the areas of w
ater 

conservation, correct use of land and deforestation.

O
n Thursday w

e w
elcom

ed one of Trócaire’s education officers 

to the college and the fourth year B
.R

el Ed students w
ere given 

a presentation highlighting the G
lobal W

arm
ing topic. Trócaire 

set up a stand in the college w
here students could ask questions 

and learn m
ore about how

 they could help. The canteen served 

only Irish products to stress the need to reduce the air m
iles 

that som
e food has to travel. W

e focused on turning off lights 

and appliances that w
eren’t in use, and w

ater conservation.  

M
em

bers of the M
D

I M
argaret H

assan S
ocial A

w
areness group 

dem
onstrated how

 classroom
 art could be created from

 recycled 

household w
aste.

A
frican drum

m
ers w

ere invited to play in the foyer of the college 

during break tim
es to again highlight the them

e of the w
eek. 

Friday saw
 the Third Years being introduced to the topic ‘G

od 

and the Earth: Theological P
erspectives on Ecology’ by D

r. Ethna 

R
egan w

hich brought to a close the 2008 G
lobal and S

ocial 

Justice W
eek.
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Figure 14 - S
chool visit Z

am
bia 2008 by M

D
I students

Figure 12 - A
frican drum

m
ers in the foyer of the M

ater D
ei 

Institute during 2008 G
lobal and S

ocial Justice W
eek

Figure 13 - A
 traditional style hom

e built in the foyer of M
D

I, 
February 2008 
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