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Art
and development education



THE SYLLABUS IS
DESIGNED AS ONE
COHESIVE UNIT AND IS
DIVIDED INTO THREE
SECTIONS:

Section A: Drawing
Unit 1: Observational 
Drawing
Unit 2: Life Drawing

Section B: Studio Work
Unit 3: Craft
Unit 4: Fine Art
Unit 5: Visual
Communication 

Section C: History and Appreciation 
of Art and Design
Unit 6: History and 
appreciation of Art and 
Design

It is envisaged that all the above
sections should be interlinked for
teaching and learning purposes.

Art encourages the individual to see
and appreciate the world around
them through a variety of artistic
media.  The study of Art takes place
in the personal, local and global
contexts.  Art invites the student to
enter into other cultures, to learn
from those cultures, and to
understand and appreciate how
people have expressed their joys,
hopes, struggles and dreams through
artistic forms. 

The practice of visual art provides an
opportunity for the student to develop
skills necessary for creative
engagement with the world.  The
Leaving Certificate Art course actively
encourages the student to develop
contemplative and reflective skills as
well as critical sensibilities, which are
at the core of development education.

Students engage in a process of
reflection, analysis, synthesis and
evaluation of art.  Students are invited
to consider works of art from a range
of historical, cultural, religious and
social contexts.  This helps promote
respect for the diversity of people and
cultures that contribute to the world
of art, as well as breaking down
stereotypes and prejudices regarding
what is valued as art.

Coursework comprises 45% of the
total assessment of Leaving Certificate
Art.  Here we see a further
convergence between the skills
fostered by development education
and those which coursework seeks to
develop.

Skills include:
≥ Research, use of ICT, libraries,

surveys of the media, etc.
≥ Ability to make personal, visual

and tactile responses to ideas,
emotions, ideas and environments

≥ Ability to understand and
appreciate images in their historical
context and in the contemporary
environment

≥ Ability to select, analyse and
evaluate information for a given
purpose

≥ Critical judgement, including the
ability to articulate ideas, opinions
and preferences 

≥ Communication: the ability to use
information, make it one's own
and present ideas concisely and
cogently

≥ Ability to reflect on one's own
learning and the effect of that
learning on one's ideas, attitudes
and experiences

≥ Ability to interpret, contrast and
evaluate different
opinions/judgements

In summary, Leaving Certificate Art
offers opportunities for the
exploration of a wide range of global
justice issues.  These issues first need
to be initiated by the teacher as
starting points for studio work and
classroom discussion.  Taking such an
approach could contribute to student
creativity and bring 'life' and
relevance to the teaching of Art. 

Useful websites

www.irishaid.gov.ie
www.8020.ie
www.KeepOurWord.org
www.trocaire.org
www.developmenteducation.ie
www.cafod.org.uk

Fair Trade
www.fairtrade.ie
www.tradejustice.ie
www.maketradefair.com 
www.cleanclothes.org
www.labourbehindthelabel.org
www.sweatshopwatch.org

Child labour
www.ilo.org
www.antislavery.org
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